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To thepeople ofSierra Leone,

This book is dedicated toyou in honor ofyour
tenacity and undying dedication to democracy. May it
be a roadmapfor overcoming the obstaclesfake news
presents during elections and beyond. Let honesty
and integrity beyourguidingprinciples asyou

exerciseyour right to vote and influence the course of
your country.

Let's work together to create afuture that values
truthfulness, openness, and the influence ofwell­

informed decisions.
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Introduction:
Combating Fake News in
Sierra Leone's Elections

The spread of fake news has become a worrying problem
in today's connected society, especially during election seasons.
The transmission of false information has the potential to
compromise the fairness of election processes and skew public
opinion. The issue of false news is of utmost relevance for a
country like Sierra Leone, which has been working to rebuild its
democratic institutions.

Fake news in the context of elections refers to awide range of
misleading material, from entirely made-up stories to inaccurate
or modified facts. These misleading narratives have the potential
to influence voters' decisions at the polls by creating doubt, fear,
and uncertainty. While some examples of fake news may result
from honest misunderstandings, other cases are purposefully
produced by political players looking to sway public opinion in
their direction.

With its diverse political environment, Sierra Leone has not
been immune to the negative impacts of false information. It
is vital to acknowledge and address the impact of "fake news"
in influencing the electoral landscape as the country gets closer
to the June 24, 2023 elections. With the help of this book,
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candidates, political parties, and other interested parties will
gain a thorough grasp of the fake news phenomena in Sierra
Leone and will be given access to useful tactics for fending off
misinformation and disinformation throughout the election
season.

The people of Sierra Leone can protect the legitimacy
of their political processes and create a better, more durable
democracy for future generations by recognizing the possible
effects of fake news and working together to address this issue.
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Background and Context

It is essential to realize the historical backdrop of elections
in the nation as well as the role that media and communication
have had in influencing political discourse in order to properly
appreciate the relevance of combating fake news in Sierra
Leone's upcoming elections. In this section, we give a thorough
overview of the history of elections in Sierra Leone, the impact
of media and communication on elections, and examples of
when fake news has impacted election results in the past.

History of Elections in
Sierra Leone

The political history of Sierra Leone has been turbulent,
with periods of civil war, military rule, and instability. The
nation has seen military coups, one-party governance, and
multi-party democracy since gaining independence in 1961. The
return of multiple-party elections in 1996 marked an important
development in Sierra Leone's democracy. Since then, the nation
has made great strides in promoting transparent government,
inclusive election, and good governance. But the effects of
previous conflicts and political divides continue to loom over
the electoral landscape.
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The Role of Media
and Communication in

Elections
Public opinion, dissemination of information, and the

promotion of political discourse are all heavily influenced by the
media and other forms of communication. A free, independent,
and pluralistic media environment is essential for ensuring that
voters have access to correct information during elections so
they may make wise decisions. Political parties and politicians
must use the media as a vital communication tool to convey
their policies, agendas, and positions on important issues.

Unfortunately, the possibilityof fake news anddisinformation
contaminating the media landscape presents a serious threat to
the democratic process. Widely disseminating false information
has the potential to skew public discourse, undermine the
reputation of institutions and politicians, and eventually weaken
public confidence in the election process.

Previous Instances of Fake
News Affecting Elections

Fake news has affected Sierra Leone's electoral processes in
the past as well. Through a variety of methods, including social
media platforms, websites, and even traditional media sources,
misleading information has been spread during past elections in
the form of fake reports, altered photos, and claims. Confusion,
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heightened emotions, and occasionally even incitement to
violence have resulted from these occurrences.

For instance, a flurry of bogus news reports that falsely
accused specific candidates of wrongdoing, participating in
unlawful activity, or making offensive comments appeared
online during the 2018 general elections. These occurrences
exacerbated already-existing tensions and stoked voter mistrust,
which eventually affected voters' perceptions of the legitimacy
and fairness of the election.

Finally, a solid foundation for developing strategies to
address and mitigate the impact of fake news in the upcoming
June 24, 2023 elections is provided by understanding the
historical context of elections in Sierra Leone, the role of media
and communication in shaping electoral outcomes, and the past
instances of fake news affecting elections.



Chapter 1:
The Anatomy of

Fake News

In order to comprehend the structure, workings, and
effects of fake news on elections, this chapter delves deeply
into the complex realm of fake news. We can gain a thorough
understanding of this phenomenon and lay the groundwork for
effective countermeasures by breaking down the various kinds
of fake news that are frequently used in election campaigns, the
methods used to create and spread false information, and the
methods of identifying and fact-checking fake news.

Common Types of
Fake News in Election

Campaigns
During election campaigns, there are often numerous types

of fake news:

•Misinformation: Dissemination of inaccurate or
misleading information without purpose.

•Disinformation: The purposeful creation and distribution
of false or misleading information, sometimes with harmful
intent.

14
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•Malinformation: Sharing of accurate facts with the
purpose to hurt another person or cause an organization to lose
credibility.

•Propaganda: The systematic distribution of false or
misleading information to influence public opinion or further a
certain political purpose.

In the context of political campaigns, fake news may take
many different forms and frequently manipulates public opinion
by preying on people's emotions, prejudices, and preconceived
conceptions. In election campaigns, the following examples of
fake news are typical:

I .Fabricated Stories: completely fake stories produced to
fool readers, frequently for monetary or political benefit. These
stories may contain entirely fabricated incidents, statements, or
data that is ascribed to genuine persons or organizations.

2.Misleading Headlines: Sensational headlines are used
to attract readers' attention and encourage clicks, even when
the substance of the article may not confirm or even refute the
claim made in the headline.

3 .Manipulated Images or Videos: A false narrative or
fraudulent claim may be supported by the alteration or removal
of visual material from its context. These modifications could
include photo editing, cropping, or the splicing of unrelated
videos.

4.Selective Reporting: The deletion of important
information or the distorting of context in order to advance a
prejudiced viewpoint or a particular political goal.
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5.Satire or Parody: When shared without the appropriate
context or acknowledgment, something that is meant to be
humorous or commentary might be mistakenly taken as true

information.

Techniques Used to Create
and Spread Fake News

During election campaigns, the following methods are
frequently used to produce and spread false news.

•Sensationalism: Creating sensationalist headlines, images,
or comments that are misrepresented or exaggerated in order to
provoke a reaction from people.

•Emotional manipulation: Using deep emotions like fear,
anger, or outrage as a driving force for engagement and to boost
sharing.

•Confirmation bias: Presenting misleading information in
a way that is consistent with widely held ideas, increasing the
likelihood that people would accept it without question.

• Impersonation: Imitating a credible personality or source
in order to give fraudulent information credibility.

•Echo chambers: Spreading erroneous information among
closed groups or networks of people with similar opinions,
strengthening existing narratives and preventing the entry of
alternative opinions.
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•Bots and trolls: Using automated accounts or specific
people to promote untrue information, provide the appearance
of wide support, or to harass and defame opponents.

•Deepfakes: Using cutting-edge artificial intelligence
techniques, very realistic but fake audio or video footage is
produced that makes it look as though real individuals are talking
or doing things they never actually said or did.

Identifying Fake News:
Red Flags and Fact­

Checking
It is essential to have the skills necessary to spot incorrect

information and look for trustworthy sources in order to guard
against the effect of fake news during election campaigns.
Red flags and fact-checking techniques include the following:

I .SourceVerification: Examine the source's trustworthiness
in light of factors including its reputation, performance record,
and openness. Verify whether similar information is being
reported by other reliable sources.

2.Author Credentials: Check the author's credentials to
speak on the issue by looking into their experience and history.

3 .Emotional Appeal: Extremely emotional stuff must be
avoided since it may be designed to influence your feelings and
compromise your judgment.
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4.Visual Analysis: Check videos for indications of
manipulation, such as flaws in the lighting, shadows, or audio, or
use reverse image search tools.

5.Fact-Checking Websites: Consult recognized fact­
checking websites or organizations that are experts in
disproving unfounded assertions and confirming the accuracy
of information.

A crucial technique for recognizing and discrediting fake
news is fact-checking. Fact-checking during election campaigns
is the focus of several initiatives and organizations, including
independent fact-checking websites, media outlets, and non­
profit groups. We can grow into more selective information
consumers and aid in the fight against the spread of false
information by incorporating fact-checking into our information
consumption habits.

This chapter explored the many sorts of misleading material
that are frequently found during political campaigns, the
strategies used to produce and spread it, and the procedures
for recognizing and fact-checking such content. This knowledge
is the basis for creating strategies to prevent fake news and
safeguard the legitimacy of elections in Sierra Leone and
everywhere else.



Chapter 2:
The Impact of Fake News on

Elections

In this chapter, we examine the wide-ranging impacts of
fake news on elections, including how it affects voter behavior
and public opinion, how it polarizes political debate, and how it
affects election integrity and democracy.

Effects on Public Opinion
and Voter Behavior

Fake news has the ability to drastically influence voter
behavior and public opinion during elections. Misinformation
could:

I.Confuse and mislead voters: Fake news can contribute
to a mistaken knowledge of political issues, politicians, and their
policies, which can influence voters' voting decisions.

2.Reinforce existing biases: Fake news may reinforce
these biases and solidify polarized views by providing misleading
information that supports people' preexisting opinions.

3 .Disengage voters: Fake news may increase voter
apathy and disillusionment, undermine public confidence in
the democracy, and cause some voters to stop participating in
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elections entirely.

Influence on Political
Discourse and Polarization

Political discourse and polarization may be greatly impacted
by the spread of fake news, as it frequently:

1. Amplifies extremist views: Fake news has the potential
to normalize extremist views and increase political conflict by
disseminating false information that supports them.

2. Undermines civil debate: By spreading misleading
narratives and sowing division, fake news may impede productive
political discourse and make it more challenging for citizens to
have meaningful discussions about crucial problems.

3. Exploits existing divisions: Fake news frequently
focuses on already-existing social, cultural, or political divisions
and amplifies them, further dividing society and increasing civil
strife between various groups.

Consequences for Election
Integrity and Democracy

The integrity of the electoral process and the health of
democracy are seriously threatened by the proliferation of fake
news during elections since it can:
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1. Discredit legitimate candidates and parties: By
making false charges or fabricating controversies, fake news has
the ability to damage the reputations of political candidates and
parties and affect election results.

2. Undermine trust in institutions: Fake news may
undermine public confidence in democratic institutions by
spreading false information about the electoral process, which
makes people doubt the validity of election outcomes.

3. Enable foreign interference: Foreign actors that want
to sway election results or undermine democracies may use fake
news as a weapon by disseminating misinformation to stoke
divides and manipulate public opinion.

Fake news has a wide-ranging and complex influence on
elections, influencing political discourse, voter behavior, and the
fundamental underpinnings of democracy. Understanding these
effects is essential for creating methods that will effectively stop
the spread of false information and protect the integrity of the
election system.



Chapter 3: Strategies for
Combating Fake News

This chapter offers a variety of tactics that candidates,
political parties, and other interested parties can use to
successfully counter fake news during elections. These tactics
center on developing an effective, open communication plan,
working with fact-checking agencies and media partners, and
informing supporters and voters about fake news.

Building a Strong,
Transparent

Communication Strategy
To combat fake news, a strong and open communication

approach is necessary.

This involves:

1.Developingaclearandconsistentmessage: Establishing
credibility and halting the spread of false information may be
achieved by using a clearly defined message that is continuously
disseminated across a variety of media.

2. Engaging with the public through multiple channels:
To spread factual information and refute false narratives,
candidates and parties should utilize a variety of communication

22
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channels, such as social media, conventional media, and
grassroots outreach.

3. Being transparent about sources and evidence:
Building trust with the public may help prevent the spread of
fake news by sharing information from reliable sources and
offering proof to back up assertions.

Collaborating with Fact­
Checking Organizations

and Media Partners
Fighting fake news may be accomplished by collaborating

with impartial fact-checking agencies and media partners. This
cooperation may include:

1. Sharing fact-checks and verified information: Fact­
checkers may collaborate with candidates and parties to offer
verifiable information and debunk false narratives, which will
stop the spread of falsehoods.

2. Encouraging media partners to promote accurate
reporting: Candidates and political parties may promote
responsible journalism and prevent the spread of false
information by establishing connections with credible news
organizations.

3. Supporting the work of fact-checking organizations:
By assisting fact-checking groups in their attempts to discover
and disprove false information, whether via financial assistance
or collaborative efforts, we may create a more accurate and
reliable information environment.



24 BHAI DHAWA SESAY

Educating Supporters and
Voters About Fake News

Another important tactic in the war against false information
is educating supporters and voters on how to recognize it. This
may entail:

1. Providing resources and tools: To assist supporters and
voters in recognizing and reporting false news, candidates and
parties should develop and share tools like manuals and toolkits.

2. Conducting training sessions and workshops: Giving
supporters and voters training in spotting and avoiding fake
news might help them become more informed consumers of
information.

3. Promoting critical thinking and media literacy:
A more resilient and educated electorate may be created by
encouraging supporters and voters to question the credibility of
the information sources they come across, confirm the accuracy
of the material they consume, and exercise critical analysis.

Battling fake news during elections effectively calls for a mix
of effective communication techniques, teamwork with fact­
checking agencies and media partners, and initiatives to notify
supporters and voters about false information. By putting these
tactics into practice, you may ensure that voters cast informed
ballots and that the election process is protected for its integrity.



Chapter 4:
Digital and Social Media

Best Practices

In order to counteract fake news and disseminate accurate
information during elections, this chapter offers best practices
for candidates and political parties using digital and social media.
Candidates and parties may establish a robust online ecosystem
that promotes transparency and credibility by establishing
a verifiable and consistent online presence, interacting with
supporters and voters on social media platforms, and monitoring
and responding to fake news in real-time.

Establishing a Verified and
Consistent Online Presence

Candidates and political parties must have a reliable and
consistent web presence. This involves:

1. Verifying social media accounts: Impersonation danger
can be decreased and legitimacy increased by requiring platform­
specific verification badges for official accounts.

2. Maintaining a consistent brand identity: Maintaining
accurate and timely information on websites, social media
accounts, and other online platforms may assist to build
credibility and show transparency.

25
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3. Keeping information up-to-date and accurate:
Establishing trust and displaying transparency may be achieved
by routinely updating websites, social media accounts, and other
online channels with accurate and pertinent information.

Engaging with Supporters
and Voters on Social Media

Platforms
Fostering a successful online presence requires engagingwith

supporters and voters on social media channels. This entails:

1. Posting regular updates: Regular dissemination of
news, campaign updates, and positions on issues can assist to
keep supporters and voters informed and interested.

2. Encouraging dialogue and interaction: A dedication
to openness and transparency may be shown through starting
discussions and answering questions, comments, and messages
from supporters and voters.

3. Utilizingvarious content formats:Avarietyof audiences
may be reached by utilizing a variety of material forms, such as
text, photographs, videos, and live streaming, to retain interest.
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Monitoring and
Responding to Fake News

in Real-Time
Fake news on digital and social media platforms must be

actively monitored and addressed if disinformation is to be
stopped during elections. This entails:

1. Setting up alerts and monitoring tools: It is possible
to rapidly and effectively spot instances of false news by using
tools that monitor mentions of candidates, parties, and relevant
keywords.

2. Responding to misinformation promptly: Accurate
information and prompt rebuttal of erroneous narratives can
lessen the spread of fake news and increase the legitimacy of
politicians and parties.

3. Collaborating with supporters and volunteers: To
build an army of allies in the struggle against false information,
supporters and volunteers should be urged to report instances
of fake news and disseminate verifiable information.

Using digital and social media best practices may help
candidates and political parties establish a strong online presence,
build support and credibility among voters, and successfully
battle fake news during elections.



Chapter 5:
Legal and Ethical
Considerations

This chapter explores the moral and legal issues that surround
political expression, fake news, and elections. It discusses the
ethical standards for political communication and campaigning,
the legal framework around elections and fake news, and striking
a balance between the right to free speech and the necessity to
combat fake news.

Understanding the Legal
Framework Around

Elections and Fake News
Candidates, political parties, and their followers must

understand the legal framework governing these areas in order
to successfully navigate the complicated landscape of elections
and fake news. This framework's key features are as follows:

1. Election laws and regulations: Learn about the country's
election laws, which set forth the guidelines and practices
governing election-related activities such as campaigning,
funding, andvoting;You can find the Political Parties Registration
Committee (PPRC) at https://pprc.gov.sl/ and the Electoral
Commission for Sierra Leone (ECSL) at https://ecgov.sl/

28
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2. Media and communication laws: Recognize the legal
environment around media and communication, particularly the
rules governing defamation, false information, and free speech;

Visit The Independent Media Commission at

http: //imc.gov.sl/ and the Ministry of Information at
https:/ /mic.gov.sl/ for details.

3. Digital and social media regulations: Keep up with the
limitations on content, advertising practices, and user privacy
that apply while using social media and digital platforms for
political communication.

Ethical Guidelines for
Political Communication

and Campaigning
Political communication and campaigning should abide by

ethical rules that support fairness, honesty, and openness in
addition to legal reasons. Important ethical rules include:

1. Truthfulness: Make sure that every piece of information
shared throughout campaigns is true and verified.

2. Respect for opponents: Avoid personal assaults and ad
hominem arguments in political disputes, and engage in fair and
civil discussion.

3. Transparency: Declare any relationships, financing
sources for the campaign, and possible conflicts of interest.

4. Responsibility: Hold campaign teams and supporters
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accountable for their decisions and actions, and deal with any
instances of wrongdoing or false information.

Balancing Freedom of
Speech and the Need to
Counter Fake News

It is difficult and hard to strike the correct balance between
protecting the right to free speech and preventing bogus news.
Consider the following in order to reach this balance:

1. Promote media literacy: Encourage and support
educational initiatives that show the public how to evaluate
information critically and distinguish between reliable and
fraudulent news sources.

2. Strengthen independent fact-checking: Work with and
provide your support to independent fact-checking groups that
expose lies and give the public correct information.

3. Foster open dialogue: Promote courteous dialogue on
political issues, fostering a climate where opposing viewpoints
can be voiced without concern for censorship or retaliation.

4. Advocate for responsible regulation: Encourage the
creation of fair and impartial laws that uphold the right to free
speech while addressing the negative impact of fake news on
democratic and electoral processes.

Tackling fake news during elections requires careful
consideration of both legal and ethical issues. Candidates
and political parties can help make the electoral process more
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transparent and fairer by adhering to ethical standards for
political communication and campaigning, understanding the
legal framework surrounding elections and fake news, and
balancing freedom of speech with the need to fight fake news.



Chapter 6:
Case Study

This chapter offers a case study that look at how well fake
news has been fought in previous elections. We can learn
important lessons and best practices from other countries by
examining these situations, which we can then use to inform
future elections in Sierra Leone and elsewhere.

Instances of Fighting Fake
News in Past Elections

Case Study:
The USA Political Landscape

A thorough strategy was used in the USA during a recent
election to combat false news. To increase public awareness
of the issue, assist fact-checking initiatives, and counter
misinformation efforts, the government, political parties, media,
and civil society organizations collaborated. The presence of
fake news was significantly reduced as a consequence of this
partnership, which also helped to enlighten the electorate.

The US uses a variety of tactics and resources to counteract
false news during elections. Among the most popular techniques

32
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are:

1. Fact-checking organizations: Fact-checking the veracity
of assertions made by politicians, the media, and social media
users is the focus of independent, non-partisan organizations
like PolitiFact.com, FactCheck.org, and Snopes.com. They
frequently offer in-the-moment fact-checking while debating
and analyze campaign advertisements.

2. Media literacy education: It is essential to educate the
general public, especially young people, on how to recognize and
assess dependable news sources. To assist individuals, identify
and steer clear of fake news, schools, libraries, and community
organizations frequently provide media literacy workshops.

3. Social media platforms: A number of businesses,
including Facebook, Twitter, and Google, have taken action to
stop the spread of fake news on their platforms. To identify
and eliminate fake news, filter dubious content, and give priority
to reliable information, they have put in place algorithms and
regulations.

4. Collaborative efforts: To recognize and battle false
information, government agencies, nonprofits, and businesses
collaborate. To protect the political process from risks like fake
news, the Department of Homeland Security and the Federal
Election Commission, for instance, offer resources to state and
local officials.

5. Public awareness campaigns: Public service
announcements, commercials, and social media campaigns all
contribute to educating the public about the risks of fake news
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and encouraging them to carefully examine the material they
come across.

6. Legal measures: Even while the right to free speech is
upheld in the US, spreading false information that constitutes
libel, slander, or an encouragement to violence may result in
legal repercussions.

7. Ethical journalism: Reputable news sources work to
achieve truth, objectivity, and accountability while upholding
ethical journalistic standards. The public may aid in halting the
spread of false information by encouraging and supporting
ethical media.

It is important to remember that preventing the spread of
fake news during elections is a continuous activity that calls for
continued monitoring and adaptability to new technology and
strategies employed by those who wish to spread disinformation.

Lessons Learned and Best
Practices from Around the

World
1. Collaboration: In the battle against fake news, effective

collaboration between governments, political parties, media
outlets, and civil society groups is essential. Together, these
parties may create and put into action coordinated tactics to
combat misinformation and advance truthful information.

2. Media Literacy: It is necessary to educate the public
on how to evaluate information critically and spot fake news.
This may be accomplished by promoting fact-checking tools,
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educational initiatives, and public awareness campaigns.

3. Rapid Response: The influence of fake news on elections
must be minimized by prompt detection and intervention. Rapid
reaction teams should be established by political parties and
candidates to track down and disprove false information spread
via social media and other channels of communication.

4. Transparency and Accountability: Making sure
political communication is open and honest can contribute to
voter trust development and lessen the attractiveness of fake
news. This can be accomplished by identifying the sources of
campaign funding, connections, and any conflicts of interest as
well as by prosecuting those people and entities that disseminate
misleading information.

5. Adapting to Evolving Threats: Stakeholders must
modify their methods as fake news production and distribution
techniques advance in sophistication if they are to successfully
combat this growingmenace. This can entail making investments
in cutting-edge technology, keeping up with current trends, and
exchanging best practices with other nations and organizations.

The case study discussed in this chapter emphasize the
significance of using a variety of strategies to counteract false
information during elections. Sierra Leone and other nations
may seek to create a more transparent and informed voting
process by studying examples of successful procedures and
putting them into practice.



Chapter 7:
Conclusion

In this last chapter, we stress the need of taking a proactive
stance against fake news, the responsibilities that many
stakeholders play in tackling this issue, and the necessity of
ongoing attention and dedication to maintaining election
integrity.

The Importance of a
Proactive Approach to
Combating Fake News

This book demonstrates how fake news may have a
considerable influence on elections by changing voter behavior,
public opinion, and the democratic process as a whole. It is
crucial for all stakeholders to take a proactive stance against fake
news in order to counteract these impacts. This entails creating
and putting into action tactics that not only address false
information but also work to stop it from spreading in the first
place. Building effective communication channels, encouraging
media literacy, and encouraging a culture of responsibility and
openness are a few examples of such activities.

36
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The Role of Candidates,
Political Parties, and Voters
in Addressing Fake News

Political parties and candidates have an obligation to the
public to communicate in an open and honest manner. They
should come up with effective tactics to counteract fake news,
such as working with fact-checking agencies, keeping an eye
out for and responding to false information immediately, and
following moral standards for political discourse.

Voters are also important in combating false information.
They may aid in lessening the influence of false information
on elections by remaining educated, evaluating information
critically, and actively seeking out dependable sources.
Additionally, citizens have the power to hold elected officials
and media organizations responsible for their deeds, promoting
more openness and sincerity in political discourse.
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A Call for Continued
Vigilance and Commitment

to Preserving Election
Integrity

In order to protect the legitimacy of elections and the
democratic process, the fight against fake news must be constant.
The strategies utilized by individuals who want to propagate
misinformation will change as technology and communication
methods do. Therefore, it is essential for all parties involved to
continue cooperating, staying alert, and adapting their methods
to maintain free, fair, and accurate elections in Sierra Leone and
across the world.

Finally, it should be noted that the fight against fake news
during elections calls for a proactive strategy and the participation
of all interested parties, including candidates, political parties,
media outlets, and voters. We can contribute to preserving
the integrity of our elections and bolstering the tenets of
our democracy by cooperating, supporting transparency, and
promoting a culture of media literacy.
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Congratulations

As we draw to a close, we would like to express our
appreciation to everyone who helped make this book possible
as well as to everyone who is committed to preventing the
spread of false information during elections. We truly hope
that politicians, political parties, and voters in Sierra Leone and
elsewhere will find this resource to be quite useful.

We want to wish everyone a successful and impartial election
cycle. May your efforts to encourage honesty, integrity, and
openness in the political process promote democracy and lead
to the achievement of a better future for all.

Regards and Good Luck in the Elections!
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