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I am delighted to welcome you to the second Hajj. It gives an insight into what the Hajj is 
edition of the Newsletter of the Embassy of about and we try to distinguish between Hajj 
the Republic of Sierra Leone in the and Umrah for our readers to get an in-depth 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. knowledge of these highly important forms 
 of Islamic worship.
The Republic of Sierra Leone has been 
enjoying long bilateral relations with the The Newsletter also features the recent visit 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia dating back from of the Minister of Labour and Social 
1979. Security, Hon. Alpha Osman Timbo to the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the signing of 
Like we promised in our maiden edition, we the Labour and General Workers Agreement 
will continue to produce more editions of the between the two countries. It also highlights 
Newsletter from the Embassy to give cogent the follow-up visit of the Saudi Fund for 
information on the work and activities of the Development (SFD) delegation to Sierra 
Embassy and the Republic of Sierra Leone’s Leone on the King Salman Referral Hospital 
bilateral relations with the Kingdom of project and the Education Sector Support 
Saudi Arabia. Project in Sierra Leone, amongst others.

       
This edition of the Newsletter, which is We hope you will enjoy your reading. 
titled ‘Hajj Special’, gives a comprehensive 
reportage on the just concluded (1443/2022) H.E Ambassador Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh 

EDITORIAL
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Sierra Leone’s Ambassador in Saudi Arabia Concludes Follow-up
 meeting with Saudi’s Director of Hajj & Umrah Affairs

4

Sierra Leone’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sierra Leonean pilgrims during Hajj over 
His Excellency Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh on the years. 
Tuesday, June 7 2022 held a follow-up The Ambassador also requested for non-
meeting with the Director of Hajj and Sierra Leoneans and expatriates living in 
Umrah, Consular Section in the Ministry of Sierra Leone wanting to perform the 2022 
Foreign Affairs, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Hajj to be allowed to perform the Hajj with 
Ambassador Abdul Mun'im Al-Mahmud, in the Sierra Leonean pilgrims. 
which the two discussed issues related to 
intending pilgrims from Sierra Leone for the Responding, the Director of Hajj and 
2022 Hajj. Umrah, Consular Section in the Saudi 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador 
The two top Diplomats discussed issues Abdul Mun'im Al-Mahmud said the 
related to the Hajj portal and visa Embassy should submit a request 
arrangements for the pre-Hajj delegation, to highlighting all the issues discussed. He said 
ensure a successful 2022 Hajj. he would then transmit the request to the 

Ministry of Hajj and Umrah Affairs in 
During the meeting, Ambassador Jalloh also Jeddah for consideration. The Embassy did 
made a case for Hajj permits to be issued to submit the request but the Saudi Authorities 
Sierra Leoneans living in Saudi Arabia were unable to respond favourably to the 
whom he said were always supportive to request due to time constraints.

Ambassador Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh and Ambassador Abdul Mun'im Al-Mahmud



Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam and the most 
significant manifestation of Islamic faith and 
unity. Undertaking the Hajj at least once in life 
is an obligation for Muslims who are physically 
and financially able to make the journey to 
Makkah. The emphasis on financial ability is 
meant to ensure that a Muslim takes care of his 
family first before embarking on this highly 
spiritual journey. The requirement that a 
Muslim be healthy and physically capable of 
undertaking the pilgrimage is intended to 
exempt those who cannot endure the rigors of 
extended travel and Hajj activities. 

The pilgrimage is the religious high point of a 
Muslim's life and an event that every Muslim 
dreams of undertaking. Umrah, the lesser 
pilgrimage, can be undertaken at any time of the 
year; Hajj, however, is performed during a five-
day period from the eighth through the 
thirteenth of Dhu Al-Hijjah, the twelfth month 
of the Muslim lunar calendar.
 
As late as the early decades of the last century, 

Sierra Leone’s Participation in the 2022/
1443 Hajj as 941 Sierra Leoneans Perform 
the Pilgrimage, the highest in decades
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few people were able to make their way to 
Makkah for the pilgrimage. This was because of 
the hardships encountered, the length of time the 
journey took and the expense associated with it. 
Pilgrims coming from the far corners of the 
Islamic world sometimes dedicated a year or 
more to the journey, and many perished during it 
due to the lack of facilities on the routes to 
Makkah and also in the city itself.

The circumstances of the Hajj began to improve 
during the time of King Abdul Aziz Ibn Abdul 
Rahman Al-Saud, the founder of the modern 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Major programs were 
introduced to ensure the security and safety of 
pilgrims, as well as their well-being and comfort. 
Steps were also taken to establish facilities and 
services aimed at improving housing, health 
care, sanitation and transportation.

Today, though the rituals at the holy sites in and 
near Makkah have remained unchanged from 
the time of the Prophet (PBUH), the setting for 
the pilgrimage and the facilities available to the 

A cross section of Sierra Leonean pilgrims at Arafat



pilgrims are a far cry from those that existed at 
any time in history. Hardship was once 
expected and endured as part of the pilgrimage, 
and Muslims who embarked on this 
undertaking traditionally assigned a relative or 
trusted member of the community as the 
executor of their wills in case they did not 
return from the journey.

Muslims today undertake the pilgrimage in 
ease, receive a warm welcome on their arrival 
in Saudi Arabia, and are provided with the most 
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His Excellency, President Dr. Julius Maada Bio 
shaking the hands of pilgrims during 

a reception ceremony at State House on 
thThursday, 28  July 2022.

modern facilities and efficient services 
possible. Without the distractions that their 
forebears had to contend with, today's pilgrims 
are free to focus solely on the spiritual aspect 
of the Hajj.

Following the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Saudi Arabia limited the 
registration for the 2020 and 2021 Hajj 
pilgrimage to only citizens and residents of the 
Kingdom. However, in 2022 the Saudi 
Authorities lifted most of its COVID-19 
restrictions and eventually announced a 
downsized Hajj of one million pilgrims, but a 
total of 899,353 pilgrims performed the 2022 
Hajj, according to the General Authority for 
Statistics (GASTAT) in Saudi Arabia. 
 
Despite the many challenges faced by 
countries around the world in this year's Hajj, 
the government of His Excellency President 
Dr. Julius Maada Bio worked assiduously to 
ensure that Sierra Leone records the highest 
figure in decades for the country, which is 
predominantly Muslim. After his oversee trip 
on June 30, 2022, His Excellency, President 
Dr. Julius Maada Bio speared his busy 
schedule by making a stopover to address the 

Pilgrim at Arafat



pilgrims in Lungi and bade them farewell. 

The President instructed his Vice President Dr. 
Mohamed Juldeh Jalloh to virtually move his 
office to the Lungi International Airport on 
June 30 2022 and the latter provided 
leadership in facilitating the departure of the 
first, second and third batches of the pilgrims 
to Saudi Arabia. The three batches comprised 
of a total of 941 pilgrims, the highest in 
decades. 
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The 2022 Sierra Leonean pilgrims preparing to depart Lungai for the 2022 Hajj

The third and final batch of Sierra Leonean 
pilgrims, led by the Minister of Social Welfare, 
Hon. Baindu Dassama, landed in the Saudi city 
of Jeddah on Thursday, 7th July 2022 before the 
expiration of the extended deadline. The 
pilgrims successfully went through immigration 
checks and joined the first and second batches of 
pilgrims at Arafat immediately after performing 
Tawwaf around the Kaaba. 
 
At Arafat, the pilgrims spent the rest of the day 



praying and making supplications till sunset 
before proceeding to Muzdalifah, where they 
spent the night praying and picking pebbles, 
which are part of the Hajj rituals.

Muzdalifah is a place where pilgrims are 
supposed to spend the whole night till 
daybreak (Fajri) but it is religiously 
permissible for women, the aged men and 
crucial service providers for pilgrims to depart 
Muzdalifah after midnight.  
 
The pilgrims later proceeded to Mina after the 
early morning fajri prayers. At Mina, they 
threw pebbles at the "Jamaratul Aqabah" on 
Saturday morning 9th July 2022, a ritual they 
repeated on Sunday and Monday 10th and 11th 
July respectively for all the 3 "Jamarats".

One important aspect of the pilgrimage is to 
sacrifice a lamb during the Hajj. The Embassy 
of Sierra Leone ensured that 941 sheep and 
goats were sacrificed for the pilgrims and the 
implementation was witnessed by the Minister 
of Social Welfare, Hon. Haja Baindu Dassama, 
the Head of Mission, Ambassador Dr. Ibrahim 
Jalloh, the HOC, Alhaji Ahmed Tejan Kabba 
and other Members of the Hajj Committee and 
Embassy Staff. 

Hajj in the Republic of Sierra Leone is 
facilitated by the Government of Sierra Leone 
through the Ministry of Social Welfare under 
the supervision of the Office of the Honourable 
Vice President. 
The Ministry of Social Welfare has a Hajj 
Committee that coordinates Hajj matters to 
ensure a smooth process. 
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The Embassy of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
in Saudi Arabia plays a key role during the  
pilgrimaged such as pre-hajj arrangements,  
hospitality among others. The Embassy also 
has a unit that tracks pilgrims who go missing 
during that Hajj. It is known as the 'Lost and 
Found unit”.  

After the Hajj rituals in Makkah, the pilgrims 
then proceeded to Madinah for a general visit 
also known as “Zeyarah”. In Madinah, the 
pilgrims spent about a week offering their five 
daily prayers at Prophet Muhammad's Mosque 
(Masjid Nabieuwe) and they also visited 
several Holy places such as Masjid Quba (the 
first Mosque of Islam) and the place where the 
battle of Uhud took place, the mass grave of 
Hamza and other martyrs who were buried 
there after the battle.  

The pilgrims commended the Government of 
President Bio for working tirelessly to ensure 
that they perform the Hajj. They also applauded 
the Ministry of Social Welfare, Hajj 
Committee, the Embassy Staff and Sierra 
Leonean students in Saudi Arabia for 
facilitating a smooth Hajj process throughout 
the Hajj especially in the area of hospitality. 

Between July 24 and July 26th 2022, the first, 
second and third batches of Sierra Leonean 
pilgrims arrived safely and were welcomed at 
the Lungi International Airport in Freetown by 
the Hon. Vice President of Sierra Leone, Dr. 
Mohamed Juldeh Jalloh. 

The President, H.E Dr. Julius Maada Bio 
organised a reception ceremony for the 
pilgrims at State House in Freetown, on 
Thursday, 28th July, 2022. 

Images of the slaughter House in the outskirts of Makkah where 941
 sheep were slaughtered to fulfil the Hajj rituals for the pilgrims  



One significant aspect of this year’s Hajj is in the 
area of hospitality. The pilgrims narrated their 
impression of this year’s Hajj. One of them is 
Sheikh Abubakarr Mohamed Mansaray, a 
pilgrim from Bo who had earlier lost hope of 
making it to the Hajj but was fortunate to be part 
of the third and final batch of pilgrims following 
the proactive role the Bio administration played 
in hiring another aircraft just to ensure that they 
make it to Makkah before the expiration of the 
extended deadline.

“Hospitality is 100 percent guaranteed. We were 
being fed three times a day. Accommodation was 
excellent. In Makkah, we were in a standard hotel 
which is located about 30 minutes’ walk to the 
Harram,” Sheikh Mansaray said. He applauded 
the Bio administration for not only facilitating 
the Hajj but also ensuring that all pilgrims get 
“perfect hospitality.” 

Both in Mina and Arafat, the pilgrims had 
conformable shelter as all of them were in 
standard tents with air conditioners (ACs) and 
they had access to food, Zam Zam water, Juices, 
yoghurts, ice cream etc throughout the rituals. 
Additionally, each pilgrim had a conformable 
bed-chair to rest.   

Haja Kadijatu Bah who was in the third batch 
commended the Bio Government for what she 
described as “a successful Hajj”. Haja Bah said 
she was impressed with the Government for 
working assiduously to ensure that the third 
batch of pilgrims of which she was part of were 
flown to Makkah before the expiration of the 
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Hospitality for Sierra Leonean Pilgrims in the 2022 Hajj 

extended deadline. 
“Alhamdililahe we were fortunate to go to 
Makkah because the Government of President 
Bio was able to hire another aircraft just to 
ensure that we go for the Hajj. We thank Allah 
Subuhah-nah Wata-Allah that all of us that went 
for the Hajj returned home hail and healthy with 
no deaths,” Haja Kadijatu Bah concluded. 

The Embassy of the Republic of Sierra Leone in 
Saudi Arabia also established a special unit to 
track pilgrims that went missing during the Hajj; 
it is known as the 'Lost and Found unit”.  The 
Deputy Chief of Mission of the Embassy in 
Saudi Arabia, Mohamed Hassan Koroma 
provided leadership to ensure that pilgrims that 
were lost were found.

One unique thing about the hospitality in 
Madina during the 2022 Hajj, is that the Hotel 
accommodation was just about 5 minutes' walk 
from the prophet's Masjid which made it easier 
for the pilgrims to perform their five daily 
prayers in the Masjid Nabawi. 
   

Sheikh Alhaji Abubakarr Fomba Swarray of the Hajj Committee
addressing pilgrims at the Masjid, in the Hotel in Madinah just after Magrib prayers 



By Abubakarr Bah, Information Attaché, 
Saudi Arabia 

Mina, 9th July 2022-

The Ambassador Extra-Ordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, His Excellency Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh, in 
his address to Sierra Leonean pilgrims in 
Mina, Saudi Arabia, wished the pilgrims a 
Happy Eidul Adha and congratulated them for 
performing the Hajj.
Ambassador Jalloh urged the pilgrims to 
glorify Almighty Allah on this day marking the 
Eid and pray for Sierra Leone, for peace, unity 
and development. 

"As Sierra Leoneans we pray for His 
Excellency President Dr. Julius Maada Bio, 
the Government and the people of the 
Republic of Sierra Leone. We pray for peace, 
unity and development on this day as it is a 
moment in which supplications and prayers 
are answered by Allah Subuhaa-nahu-wata-
Allah," Ambassador Jalloh said.

Ambassador Jalloh concluded by saying " on 
this day I wish to say special thanks to Allah 
for giving His Excellency the President Dr. 

Eidul Adha Message from His Excellency Ambassador 
Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh to Sierra Leonean Pilgrims in Mina, Saudi Arabia

Ambassador Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh 
addressing pilgrims in Mina on Eidul Adah

Julius Maada Bio the wisdom to appoint me as 
the first Islamic Scholar to have studied in 
Saudi Arabia to serve as Ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia." 
The Sierra Leonean pilgrims expressed their 
gratitude to Ambassador Jalloh, staff of the 
Embassy, Sierra Leonean students in Saudi 
Arabia and the Hajj Committee for the warm 
reception and hospitality accorded them 
throughout the Hajj process. 

In another development, the Minister of Social 
Welfare, Hon. Haja Baindu Dassama, in a brief 
address, congratulated the pilgrims for 
successfully going through all the Hajj rituals. 
Haja Dassama on behalf of the Government of 
Sierra Leone apologized to the pilgrims for the 
constraints faced during the Hajj process 
especially at the Lungi International Airport.
Emotionally, she expressed her sympathy to 
the intending pilgrims who didn't make it to 
Makkah this year, adding that the problems 
were beyond government's control as many 
other countries faced similar challenges. 

“Despite these challenges, the government is 
able to fly 941 pilgrims to Makkah” she said. 
The Minister further admonished the pilgrims 
to be patriotic and protective of the only Sierra 
Leone, that they have as the only country. 
"Whatever thing H.E the President does is in 
the interest of Sierra Leone", Hon. Bendu 
Dassama assured.
The Minister concluded by urging the pilgrims 
to pray for the President, the Government and 
people of Sierra Leone, for peace, security and 
development to continue to reign in the 
country.
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Minister of Social Welfare, Hon. Haja Baindu Dassama 
addressing pilgrims in Mina on Eidul Adah



Credit: State House Media and Communications Unit

State House, Freetown, Wednesday, 27 July 2022 – His 
Excellency President Dr Julius Maada Bio has received all 941 
successful Sierra Leonean Muslim pilgrims who returned from 
performing this year’s pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca in 
Saudi Arabia, saying that they ensured cheaper ticket prices this 
year.
He acknowledged that there were global challenges and things 
were hard but noted that his government had the responsibility 
to get the best rate for flight tickets, when compared to other 
countries, and made sure his compatriots successfully 
performed one of the five pillars of Islam.
President Bio described this year’s Hajj process as very 
challenging but expressed appreciation, on behalf of the nation, 
for the successful pilgrimage of all delegates from Sierra 
Leone, who returned safely and healthy.
Member of the Sierra Leone Hajj Committee, Dr. Chernoh 
Ibrahim Bah, prayed for Allah's blessings on the leadership and 
people of the nation. He also prayed for national cohesion, 
religious tolerance, and acceptance of all prayers offered by the 
pilgrims in Mecca.
Minister of Social Welfare, Madam Bendu Dassama, thanked 

His Excellency, President Dr. Julius Maada Bio (in the middle), Vice President Dr. Mohamed Juldeh 
Jalloh (left) and Sierra Leone's First Lady, Dr. Fatima Maada Bio (far right) during the reception 

ceremony of the 2022 Pilgrims at State House 

Sierra Leone’s President Julius Maada Bio 
Welcomes 941 Pilgrims From 2022 Hajj, Says Ticket Prices 

Are Cheaper Here Than Other Countries
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President Bio for his show of leadership, responsibility, 
concern, and commitment to the successful performance of the 
2022 pilgrimage. She re-echoed the point that Sierra Leone 
was among the countries that sent the highest number of 
pilgrims for this year's Hajj to Mecca.
She thanked the President and Vice President Dr Mohamed 
Juldeh Jalloh for their demonstration of leadership. She joined 
the President and pilgrims to praise Allah and thank all other 
authorities for a peaceful and successful pilgrimage with no 
deaths recorded.
Haja Aminata Sheriff, on behalf of the pilgrims, thanked 
President Bio for demonstrating outstanding leadership and 
for serving as a responsible leader that was caring and 
listening.
She said they were worried that after the first and second 
batches of pilgrims had arrived in Saudi Arabia safely, their 
colleagues in the final batch were still at the Freetown 
International Airport in Lungi waiting for a flight.
“But we were pleased to later learn that the government, 
through President Julius Maada Bio, had chartered a flight all 
in the name of ensuring that the final batch of pilgrims was 
able to perform Hajj,” she explained.
Haja Sheriff expressed their admiration for the leadership 
demonstrated by the President and joined all pilgrims in 
praying for a peaceful election and the success of President 
Bio at the polls in 2023.

Sierra Leone's First Lady, Dr. Fatima Maada Bio
 shaking the hands  of pilgrims during the reception ceremony 

th
at State House on Thursday, 28  July, 2022.
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By Abubakarr Bah
Author
Hajj is the annual pilgrimage to Makkah 
that all able adult Muslims are obliged to 
perform at least once in a lifetime. Every 
year, around two million Muslims 
perform the pilgrimage, which is a five-
day event taking place in the last month of 
the Islamic (lunar) calendar, called Zul 
Hijjah.

Hajj is one of the Five Pillars of Islam and 
is a sacred event in Islam. Whilst in the 
state of ‘Ihram,’ (in which men should 
strip themselves of all sewen clothes and 
underwear and wrap themselves with two 
pieces of clothe) a sacred state that 
Muslims must enter to perform the 
pilgrimage, it is forbidden to engage in 
sexual activity, use of perfume, argue, 
engage in violence and cut hair and nails. 
Muslims must always remain calm in 
‘Ihram’ due to its religious significance, 
even when exhausted by the journey they 
undertake.

Why do Muslims Perform Hajj?
It is also believed that the journey allows 
Muslims to wipe away all sins and become 
clean in front of Allah (SWT).
By performing the pilgrimage, Muslims 
retrace the route of the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) and prophets 
Ibrahim (AS) and Ishmael (AS) before 
him, as well as the path of the wife of 
Ibrahim (AS), Hajara, who ran seven 
times between the hills of Safaa and 
Marwah as she sought water for her thirsty 
son, Ishmael. Allah (SWT) created a 
spring for them which continues to run to 
this day.

As per the significance of Hajj, it is also 
encouraged for Muslims to seek ways to 
deepen their devotion to Allah (SWT) and 
one such way is through continuous 
“zikrullah”, which means remembrance 

What Is Hajj And Why Do Muslims Perform Hajj? 
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of Allah and supplications.

What Happens During Hajj?
Hajj takes place during Dhul Hijjah, the 12th 
month of the Islamic year, and begins two days 
before Eid ul-Adha and continues through the 
three-day festival of the sacrifice, which means 
that Hajj lasts for five days in total.

On the first day of Hajj, which is called 
“Yawmu Tarwiya”, pilgrims proceed to Mina 
where they spend the rest of the day and night.
The second day of Hajj sees pilgrims head 
towards Mount Arafat where they will spend 
the afternoon. They will also climb the hill, 
Jabal al-Rahma, which is where the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) delivered his farewell 
sermon. 

At Arafat, the pilgrims would spend the rest of 
the day praying and making supplications till 
sunset before proceeding to Muzdalifah, where 
they spend the night praying and picking 
pebbles, which are part of the Hajj rituals.
Muzdalifah is a place where pilgrims are 
supposed to spend the whole night till 
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daybreak (Fajri) but it is religiously 
permissible for women, the aged men and 
crucial service providers for pilgrims to 
depart Muzdalifah after midnight. 

Over the course of the final three days of 
Hajj, pilgrims engage in stoning the 
Jammaraat, performing Tawaf & Safa-
Marwah, sacrificing a lamb coinciding with 
with Eid ul-Adha, shaving (men) and 
women cutting about an inch of their hair as 
a sign of coming out of the state of Ihram.

Who Goes for Hajj?
In Islam, it is mandatory for every adult 
Muslim who is physically healthy and 
financially able to go on Hajj at least once in 
their lifetime. 

Hajj translates from Arabic as ‘to intend a 
journey’, thus giving the pilgrimage its 
name. There is no obligation for children to 
undertake Hajj as they are not yet adults, 
similar to why all those under the age of 
puberty do not observe the fast in Ramadan. 
Whilst saying that, children may perform 
Hajj with their parent/guardian and the 
rewards of the pilgrimage will be bestowed 
upon the child as well as the guardian. 
Hajj in Sierra Leone

Hajj in the Republic of Sierra Leone is 
facilitated by the Government of Sierra 
Leone through the Ministry of Social 
Welfare and supervised by the Honourable 
Vice President. 

The Ministry of Social Welfare has a Hajj 
Committee that facilitates Hajj matters.
The Ministry of Social Welfare usually 
sends out an announcement for intending 
pilgrims to apply and make the necessary 
payment through the Bank of Sierra Leone 
to ensure that intending pilgrims perform 
the Hajj.

Eventually the Ministry of Social Welfare 
processes the applications and visas of the 
intending pi lgr ims based on the 
requirements of the Saudi Authorities, and 
successful applicants who meet the Hajj 
requirements are flown to Saudi Arabia to 
perform the Hajj and it is the Government of 

Sierra Leone that also facilitates their return 
after the Hajj rituals.

Following the outbreak of the COVID 19 
Pandemic, Saudi Arabia limited the 
registration for the 2020 and 2021 Hajj 
pilgrimage to only citizens and residents of the 
Kingdom.

In 2020, 9 Sierra Leoneans in Saudi Arabia 
(mainly students) participated in the Hajj 
which was free of cost while in 2021 a total of 
60,000 citizens/residents of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia were selected for the 2021 Hajj 
after applying through an online portal and out 
of that figure, only 6 Sierra Leoneans 
participated paying approximately four 
Thousand United States Dollars ($4000) each. 
They were the Head of Mission of the Embassy 
of the Republic of Sierra Leone in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh, his wife 
Mrs. Mariama Dalan Bah, Minister 
Plenipotentiary/Head of Chancery, Mr. 
Ibrahim V. Kondoh, Information Attaché, Mr. 
Abubakarr S. Bah, Mr. Sheku Golfa, an 
employee of UNICEF and Alhaji Bailah Bah, a 
resident of Riyadh.



 By Abubakarr Bah
Umrah is a spiritual journey undertaken by 
Muslims to visit the Holy Kaaba. Pilgrims 
who proceed on this journey, go along the 
path to purify their souls, heart mind and body 
from the sins committed in the past. 
 
Essentially, Umrah means ‘visit’ to the Holy 
Kaaba (the Sacred House of God) in Arabic 
and can be performed by anyone, at any time 
of the year; unlike Hajj which has a stipulated 
period in the year.
  
Before pilgrims wish to enter the Al Masjid Al 
Haram (the sacred boundary of Makkah) and 
move across to perform Umrah, they should 
enter the state of Ihram in one of the five 
different areas of Miqats or a point adjacent to 
them. 

Prior to visiting the sacred boundary of 
Makkah, pilgrims are mandated to assume a 
state of Ihram, which is the combined sacred 
act of Niyyah and Talbiyah necessary to 
perform Umrah. Niyyah is the innate 
intention to perform an act of worship, while 
Talbiyah is a special prayer said in 

What Is Umrah And Why 

Do Muslims Perform Umrah

supplication for any one intending to perform 
Hajj or Umrah.
To become a Muhrim (a pilgrim that has attained 
the state of Ihram), a pilgrim must prepare 
himself for Ihram by following the steps below 
as instructed by the Prophet (PBUH):
Performing ablution and “Ghusul” (taking 
bathe) cleansing the body to attain physical 
purity. 

Changing into the sacred attire of two-pieced 
white Ihram clothd (Izar and Rida) for men and 
ordinary Islamic clothes for women. Both, men 
and women, should wear the flip-flops or 
sandals that expose the middle bones of the 
midfoot.

Performing the two “Rakats” of Salah al-Ihram.
Reciting Talbiyah repeatedly after traversing the 
Miqat stations in the sacred boundary of the 
Grand Holy Mosque until the commencement of 
Tawaf. 

“TAWWAAF” – CIRCUMAMBULATION 
OF THE HOLY KAABA IN WORSHIP
After assuming a state of Ihram, the Muhrim 
performs the obligatory act of Tawaf around the 
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Kaaba in the Al Masjid Al Haram. The 
Muhrim must stop reciting the Talbiyah and 
start circumambulating the holy Kaaba seven 
times (as a reminder of the angels that 
circumambulate the celestial realms of Allah’s 
house, al-Bayt al-Ma’mur), by setting their 
right foot in and making Idtiba’a. Men must 
bear their right shoulder by placing the Rida 
under their right arm and the lower parts of it 
over their left shoulder during the first three 
rounds of “Tawwaaf” 

 They must circumambulate the Kaaba by 
starting from the Black Stone and completing 
it there with the sincere intention of seeking 
closeness to Allah. 

Pilgrims can kiss or touch the Black Stone if 
they can during the circumambulations, 
otherwise, they can gesture with their right 
hands and start moving for the seven 
anticlockwise circumambulations while 
reciting “du’aa” with the holy Kaaba on their 
left, without any interruptions or distractions.
During the first three circumambulations, 
only the men must make Ramal (fast-paced 
walk on entry into the holy Kaaba) and the 
remaining four are completed by walking (at a 
normal pace). 

The last circumambulation ends exactly 
where the first one began, to ensure that the 
pilgrims completed all seven rounds without 
moving or falling behind a single step or more. 
A n d  w i t h  t h e  s e v e n t h  r o u n d  o f  
circumambulation Tawaf concludes. 
Upon completion of “Tawwaaf”, pilgrims can 
go behind Maqam Ibrahim (the station of 
Ibrahim) and perform the two rakats of 
Tawwaaf and thereafter supplicate and then 
proceed to drink the holy Zamzam water from 
well of Zamzam water while supplicating to 
Allah. 

SA’IY – WALKING SEVEN TIMES 
BETWEEN THE HILLS OF SAFA AND 
MARWAH IN WORSHIP (Sa’iy).

Umrah pilgrims intending to make Sa’iy must 
make their way out of the Al Masjid Al Haram 
towards the Masaa’ (the place of Sa’iy) which 
commemorates the struggle Prophet 
Abraham’s wife Hazarat Hajara went through 
to search for water for her son between the hills 
of Safa in the south and Marwah in the North. 
In essence, Sa’iy is a great way to spend some 
time on self-reflection and self-realisation.

Pilgrims start Sa’iy by going up the hill of 
Safaa and facing the Kaaba with utmost 
devotion, while raising their hands to 
supplicate to Allah. They must then descend 
from Safa and walk towards the hill of Marwah 
while reciting supplication walking until they 
reach two green pillars between which men 
have to run through while women walk at a 
normal pace. When on top of Marwah, they 
praise Allah facing the Kaaba and reciting 
supplications mentioning Allah.

The procedure continues with pilgrims going 
from Safa to Marwah and returning back to 
Safa, until they complete seven laps in total. 
Each round is nearly 450m long. The seventh 
round will end at Marwah where pilgrims must 
s tand facing the Kaaba and doing 
supplications.  Men must perform Sa’iy with 
their shoulders covered.

HALQ (SHAVING THE HEAD) OR 
TAQSIR (CLIPPING OR SHORTENING 
OF THE HAIR FOR MEN AND WOMEN)
Finally, the last step of your Umrah is shaving 
or clipping the hair. Men should get their head 
completely shaved, or get their hair clipped. 
While women are forbidden to shave their 
heads and only allowed to have a lock or strand 
of their hair clipped. The act of cutting the hair 
symbolizes one’s detachment from the state of 
Ihram called “Tahallul”.

After “Tahallul”, all the prohibitions imposed 
on the conduct of pilgrims by Ihram are lifted, 
and upon completion of this last obligatory 
ritual, they can then remove Ihram sheets and 
change into their regular clothes.
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The Minister of Labour and Social Security of 
the Republic of Sierra Leone, Mr. Alpha 
Osman Timbo and the Vice Minister for 
Labour Affairs in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, Dr. Abdullah Nasser Abuthnain, have 
signed bilateral agreements for the recruitment 
of domestic and general workers between the 
two 

The two agreements which were signed at the 
Saudi Ministry of Labour in Riyadh by the two 
Ministers relate to the recruitment of domestic 
and general workers from Sierra Leone for 
both the Public and Private sectors in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Speaking at the ceremony, the Minister of 

Sierra Leone and Saudi Arabia Sign Bilateral 

Agreements for Domestic and General Workers

Riyadh, Tuesday, June 28, 2022.

Labour and Social Security of the Republic of 
Sierra Leone, Mr. Alpha Osman Timbo, said he 
was in Saudi Arabia on behalf of His 
Excellency President Dr. Julius Maada Bio, 
the Government and the people of Sierra 
Leone to sign the "workers’ recruitment 
agreements" which the two countries had been 
working on for the past two years. 

Mr. Timbo commended Sierra Leone's 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Dr. Ibrahim 
Jalloh and the Embassy for facilitating the 
process on behalf of the Government of Sierra 
Leone. 

The Minister said the New Direction 17

From left is the Vice Minister for Labour Affairs in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Dr. Abdullah Nasser 
Abuthnain, Hon. Alpha Osman Timbo, Sierra Leone's Minister of Labour and HE Rev. Dr. Princess Ocansey, 

Principal Consultant for Legal Migration for the Govt. of Sierra Leone and CEO of  SOS Labour.



administration of President Bio believes in 
Human Capital Development, adding that 
Sierra Leone was looking forward to marketing 
its labour force globally, and Saudi Arabia was 
considered as one of those ideal places.

 "Your Excellency, we believe with the signing 
of these agreements and ensuring that we 
regulate the process itself to ensure a smooth 
and orderly migration, both countries would 
benefit from the relationship. As a government, 
we believe in our people. Our country is 
predominantly Muslim and most of the people 
aspiring to come and work in Saudi Arabia are 
also Muslims and we also share similar 
cultures and values," Mr. Timbo assured. 
He said he was confident that the two countries 
were sowing a seed that germinate to benefit 
generations yet unborn. 

Earlier, the Vice Minister for Labour, Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, Dr. Abdullah Nasser 
Abuthnain welcomed Mr. Timbo, noting that 
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the Government of Saudi Arabia was pleased to 
sign the recruitment agreements with Sierra 
Leone. 
"Saudi Arabia values its bilateral relations with 
the Republic of Sierra Leone and we are pleased 
to gather here with you today on this special 
occasion for the signing of the recruitment 
agreements between our two ministries. These 
agreements would pave the way for fruitful 
bilateral cooperation in the labour field for both 
countries," the Saudi Vice Minister for Labour 
Affairs noted. 

Minister Timbo was accompanied by Sierra 
Leone's Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, his Deputy 
Mohamed Hassan Koroma, Rev. Dr. A.K 
Ocansey, Founder and CEO SOS Ghana and 
Consultant to the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Security, the Head of Chancery, Mr. Ahmed 
Tejan Kabba, First Secretary, Mr. Mohamed S. 
Sankoh and the Information Attaché at the 
Embassy, Mr.  Abubakarr Bah. 
For more enquiries:
information.attache@sa.slembassy.gov.sl

From left is Hon. Minister Alpha Osman Timbo, Ambassador Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh and Deputy 
Ambassador Mohamed Hassan Koroma of the Embassy of Sierra Leone to Saudi Arabia 



Saudi Fund for Development visits 
Sierra Leone to follow up on key projects 
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From left is H.E Ambassador Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh, 
Mr. Abdulrahman Al-Harbi, Head of the SFD delegation and 

Mr. Dannis Vandi, Sierra Leone's Minister of Finance 

A six-man delegation from the Saudi Fund for 
Development (SFD) from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
led by Mr. Abdulrahman Al-Harbi, on June 22 2022 made 
a follow-up trip to Sierra Leone for the implementation of 
several projects funded by the SFD.

The projects are:

a)- The twenty-five Million United 
States Dollars ($25,000,000) 
Education Sector Support Project for 
the construction of four (4) Regional 
Model Schools, two (2) vocational 
institutes and an administrative 
building at the Ministry of Education 
in Freetown;

(b)- The five million United States 
Dollars ($5,000,000) for the 
construction of 100 solar-powered 
bore holes for rural communities in 
77 villages across Sierra Leone; and
(c)- The construction of 150 beds 
King Salman Regional Referral 
Hospital project. 
 
T h e  S F D  d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  
accompanied by Sierra Leone's 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, H.E Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh. The 
SFD delegation held fruitful meetings 
with the Deputy Minister of Foreign 
A f f a i r s  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Cooperation, Madam Mamadi 
Gobeh Kamara, the Minister of 
Finance, Dennis Vandi, the 
Minister of Technical and 
Higher Education, Dr. Alpha 
Tejan Wurie and the Deputy 
Minis ter  of  Heal th  and 
Sanitation together with top 
officials of the aforementioned 
Ministry. 

The SFD delegation also visited 
the Milton Margai College of 
Education and Technology, 
Goderich campus which is one 
of the beneficiaries of the 
education sector support 
project and held fruitful 
meetings with the university 
administration and the students. 



1. The Head of Mission, Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh- Editor-in-Chief.

2. Deputy Head of Mission, Mohamed Hassan Koroma- Deputy

 Editor-in-Chief.

3. Head of Chancery, Alhaji Ahmed Tejan Kabba- Managing 

Editor.

4. First Secretary, Mohamed Sulaiman Sankoh- Deputy 

Managing Editor.

5. The Information Attaché, Abubakarr Bah, News Editor.  

THE EDITORIAL BOARD
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Consular services are provided on all working days- Sundays – 
Thursdays, except on official holidays of both the host nation, 
Saudi Arabia and Sierra Leone.

Information to be furnished for the issue of a visa are as follows:
1. Completed application form 

2. Invitation letter issued by the party who is inviting the 
applicant to Sierra Leone 

3. Valid travel document- Passport or other travel 
documents that have an expiration date of less than 6 
months cannot be issued a visa. 

4. The Consular Fees are as follows:
British National – $ 200
Other National – $ 150 

1. Dr. Ibrahim Jalloh – Head of Mission 

2. Alhaji Mohamed Hassan Koroma – Deputy Chief of 

Mission 

3. Alhaji Ibrahim Vandi Kondoh- Minister Plenipotentiary

4. Mohamed Sulaiman Sankoh- First Secretary 

5. Mr. Jonas Mualymn Kpaka, Second Secretary 

6. Mr. Sidikie Osman Mansaray, Second Secretary

7. Abubakarr Bah- Information Attaché 

8. Fatmata M. Conteh, Third Secretary  

SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE EMBASSY

DIPLOMATIC STAFF
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